
Understanding Courts

LOCAL COURTS
8th District Court

150 E Crosstown Parkway
Kalamazoo, MI 49001  (269) 384-8020 

Handles most traffic violations
Hears Landlord-Tenant and 
Small claims disputes (under $3,000)
Civil disputes seeking money 
damages under $25,000

227 W. Michigan Ave
Kalamazoo, MI 49007  (269) 384-8171

Criminal cases, for persons 17 years
or older all begin in District Court

7810 Shaver Rd. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49024, (269) 383-6460

Handles all matters listed above that
occur South of “N” Ave (Kilgore Rd.)

9th Circuit Court

227 W. Michigan Ave
Kalamazoo, MI 49007  (269)-383-8837 
and the family division at 
1400 Gull Rd, Kalamazoo, MI 49084
(269) 385-6000

Handles civil cases with claims of
more than $25,000
Criminal trials where the defendant
could be sent to prison
Family Division handles divorce, 
paternity, child custody, personal 
protection orders
Hears cases appealed from another
court or administrative agency

PROBATE COURT 
150 E. Crosstown Parkway
Kalamazoo MI 49001  (269) 383-8666

Handles wills, administers estates
and trusts
Appoints guardians and conservators
and orders treatment for mentally ill 
or disabled
Handles name changes and adoptions
Handles Power of Attorneys

STATE COURTS
Court of Appeals
Located in Detroit, Grand Rapids,

Lansing, and Marquette. Check the 

web at www.courts.michigan.gov for

more information
“intermediate” appellate court
between the Supreme Court and
Michigan trial courts
Accepts appeals from circuit or 
probate court hearings
Hearings are held before a panel 
of three judges and at least two of 
the three must agree
Decision of the panel is final 
except for those which the 
Supreme Court reviews

Supreme Court
Michigan Supreme Court is located 
in the Michigan Hall of Justice, 
925 W. Ottawa, Lansing, Mi 48915 
(517) 373-0120

Highest court in the state, hearing
cases appealed to it from the Court 
of Appeals
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